Yarn & Fiber Terms 
ACRYLIC: A manufactured fiber with a soft, wool-like hand, machine washable and dryable, excellent color retention. 

BAMBOO: A plant related to the grass species which is a naturally sustainable resource. Bamboo grows without the use of pesticides, is biodegradable, regenerative and generates more oxygen than trees. Bamboo fiber is spun into yarns and knit into fabric which is inherently antimicrobial and moisture absorbent.
CARDED YARN (KP): A cotton yarn which has gone through an opening and cleaning process, containing a wide range of fiber lengths. Carded yarns are not as uniform or strong as combed yarn.
COMBED YARN (CP): A cotton yarn which contains straighter and longer fibers (over 1 1/8") for better uniformity and strength. An additional "combing" step is conducted on carded yarn to produce combed yarn.
COTTON: A natural fiber that grows in the seed pod of the cotton plant. Fibers are typically 1/2 inch to 2 inches long. The longest staple fibers produce the highest quality cotton fabrics.
GAUGE: A measurement commonly associated with knitting, meaning the number of needles per inch in a knitting machine HEATHER: A yarn that is spun using pre-dyed fibers. These fibers are blended together to give a particular look. (For example, black and white may be blended together to create a grey heathered yarn.) The term, heather, may also be used to describe the fabric made from heathered yarns.
MAN MADE FIBER (SYNTHETIC): The class name for fibers which are chemically produced (acrylic, nylon, polyester, acetate, etc.). MERCERIZED YARN: A solution finishing process for cotton yarn which increases strength, dyeability, and luster of the finished fabric.
MICROFIBERS: Ultra-fine manufactured fibers, made using microfiber technology to produce fibers which weigh less than 1.0 denier for a superior hand, drape, and softness. Microfibers are two times finer than silk, three times finer than cotton, eight times finer than wool, and one hundred times finer than a human hair.
NATURAL FIBER: The class name for fibers of animal (silk, wool), vegetable (cotton, flax, linen, jute, and ramie) or mineral origin (asbestos).
NYLON: Produced in 1938, the first completely synthetic fiber developed. Known for its high strength and excellent resilience, nylon has superior abrasion resistance and high flexibility.
OPEN END SPUN (OE): A system of spinning yarns which introduces twist without rotating the yarn package. Yarn is spun at exceptionally high speeds for cost savings.
ORGANIC COTTON: Cotton that is grown without the use of toxic pesticides and synthetic fertilizers. Vantage's organic cotton is also manufactured without the use of chemical bleaches and dyes.
PIMA COTTON: A premium cotton that has very fine, strong, lustrous, extra long fibers which makes for superior fabrics with a lustrous appearance and soft hand. Fine long staple cotton, named for Pima County, Arizona.
POLYESTER: A manufactured fiber introduced in the early 1950s, having high strength, excellent resiliency, high abrasion resistance, and rapid drying.
POLYNOSIC RAYON: Rayon staple fibers which are high-wet modulus (improved resistance to deformation, wrinkling). Fiber length is twice as long as conventional rayon.

RAYON: A manufactured fiber composed of regenerated  cellulose derived from wood pulp that is dissolved in a solution extruded into filaments, and cut into fiber length.
RECYCLED PET: PET is the abbreviated name for
polyethylene terephthalate, the polymer used to create plastic soda bottles Recycled soda bottles are processed and converted into polyester fibers that are knit into the fabric of our recycled fleece.
RING SPUN (RS): A system of spinning yarns using a ring-and​traveler which combines multiple yarn processes (drafting, twisting and winding) into one process. Yarns are stronger than open end spun yarns.
SPANDEX: A manufactured elastomeric fiber that can be repeatedly stretched over 500% without breaking, and will still recover to its original length.
SUSTAINABLE FIBERS: Fibers made from resources that contribute to the productivity of natural ecological systems and help to reduce long-term/harmful effects on the environment.
Fabric Terms

AIR-JET TEXTURED NYLON: A very high filament fabric in which yarns are propelled through a shed by means of a jet of air at high speeds giving it a very soft texture.
BROADCLOTH: A fine, closely woven, lustrous cotton or cotton/poly blend made in plain weave.
CANVAS: A fabric usually made from cotton, flax, hemp, or jute in heavier weights, plain or double-end plain weaves, featuring strength and firmness.
CHAMBRAY: A plain woven fabric, most commonly in cotton, incorporating a colored warp (often blue) and white filling yarns. CIRCULAR KNIT (TUBULAR): Fabric knit on circular needle-bed knitting machine which produces fabric in tubular form.
DENIM: A twill weave fabric made with different colored yarns in the warp and the weft. Due to the twill construction, the warp color predominates on the fabric surface.
DOUBLE-TUCK PIQUE: A pique knit fabric with a tuck stitch, where two loops are formed in a single loop, creating a mesh pattern.
END-ON-END: A fabric in which white or contrast color threads are interwoven alternately with colored threads to produce a subtle textured effect.
FAILLE: A soft, finely-ribbed woven fabric made using heavier yarns in the cross-grain to produce a horizontal, ribbed effect. FLANNEL: A plain or twill weave fabric that has a very soft hand, brushed on both sides to lift the fiber ends out of the base fabric and create a soft, fuzzy surface. End-uses include shirts, linings, and pajamas.
FLEECE: A soft bulky fabric with deep pile; used chiefly for clothing.
HERRINGBONE: A variation on the twill weave construction in which the twill is reversed, or broken, at regular intervals, producing a zigzag effect.
HOUNDSTOOTH CHECK: A variation on the twill weave construction in which a broken check effect is produced, utilizing at least two different colored yarns.
JACQUARD: A specialty fabric of intricate weave or knit pattern.
JERSEY: A single knit fabric with a smooth, flat face, and a more textured, but uniform back, may be produced on either circular or flat knitting machines.













