Fabric Terms 
KNIT: Fabric formed by interlooping one or more strands of yarn by the use of knitting needles. The vertical rows of loops are called "wales"; horizontal rows of loops are called "courses". Changing the loop arrangement will produce a variety of knit constructions or stitches, such as pique, interlock, jersey, rib, etc.
MESH: A type of fabric characterized by its net-like open
appearance, and the spaces between the yarns; available as a woven knits.
MICROSUEDE. Woven fabric made from microfiber yarns that are napped and sheared to provide a 'suede-effect'.
MILANO KNIT: Identified by a fine rib effect on the face of the fabric.
OTTOMAN KNIT: A warp-faced fabric showing a bold weftway​rib effect on the face.
OXFORD: A lightweight woven fabric in a 2 x 1 basket weave variation of the plain weave construction. The fabric is used primarily in shirtings.
PIQUE: A knit fabric distinguished as a waffle or honeycomb surface effect.
POPLIN: A fabric made using a rib variation of the plain weave, having a slight ridge effect in the filling direction.
QUILTING: Two or more layers of fabric which have been stitched through, often with batting. The stitching forms a pattern, most commonly a square or diamond shape.
RIB KNIT: Rib knits have a very high degree of elasticity in the crosswise direction. This knitted fabric is commonly used for sleeve cuffs, neckbands/collars, and sweater waistbands. Rib knits provide a close, body-hugging fit.
RIP-STOP: Large rib yarns in this plain weave fabric stop tears without adding excess weight to active sportswear fabric. TAFFETA: A lustrous plain weave fabric commonly used for linings and windbreakers.
TERRY CLOTH: A pile weave fabric with uncut loops on the surface. Typical uses include towels, robes, and apparel. TERRY VELOUR: A pile weave fabric with an uncut loops on one side and a cut pile on the reverse side, having a soft, luxurious hand. Commonly used for toweling and robe fabrics
TWILL WEAVE: A basic weave in which the fabrics are constructed by interlacing warp and filling yarns to create a diagonal effect on the face of the fabric.
WOVEN: Fabric formed with two sets of yarns which are interlaced together on a loom. Yarns in the length direction are called "ends" or "warp"; yarns in the width direction are called "picks" or "weft". Changing the interlacing will produce a variety of weave constructions, such as plain weave, twill, dobby, jacquard, etc.
Dyeing & Finishing Terms

ANTI-MICROBIAL FINISH: Topical chemical treatment to safely prevent and control growth of microorganisms. Treatment will also inhibit odor development caused by biological growth on textiles exposed to perspiration, especially on synthetic fabrics.
ANTI-PILL: A garment's resistance to abrasion caused from 
wear, preventing fibers from twisting together and forming
little balls on the fabric surface.

DURABLE WATER REPELLENT (DWR): Water repellent fabric which will maintain its repellency characteristics after multiple launderings. Many Vantage jackets and windshirts have DWR finish.
GARMENT DYED: Color is introduced onto finished garments,
after sewing. Color remains on the surface of the fabric (not


absorbed fully into the yarns:., making it .-:,seer title to color rub-off (crocking).


MOISTURE MOVEMENT: Process of a fabric absorbing liquid


moisture (by Nicking) and moving it to the outer surface so it may rapidly evaporate.


PIECE DYED: Color is introduced onto fabric, "In the piece'', after weaving or knitting, providing a single cot°, for the material


SOIL/STAIN RELEASE FINISH: Topical chemical treatment acting �as fabric shield for protection against water-based and oil-


based soils or stains. Liquids bead-up on fabric surface for quick blotting, absorbed soils or stains are released from fibers during home laundering.


ULTRAVIOLET PROTECTION: Fabric that provides protection �by blocking Ultra Violet Radiation (UVR) from passing through,


reducing the risk of skin injury associated with Ultra Violet


exposure. The Ultraviolet Protection Factor (UPF) is the �measure of the UVR protection provided by the fabric. UVR


protection can be created through a combination of fiber type,


stitch construction, color, etc., or by topical treatment with a chemical finish for ultraviolet radiation protective properties.


WATER REPELLENT: Fabric has a thin coating applied to the �outer fabric which allows water to bead up and roll off instead


of being absorbed. The fabric is permeable to air and is comfortable to wear. The finish is temporary and will wear off. WATER PROOF: Fabric provides maximum wet weather protection by preventing all water entry under severe and demanding conditions. The fabric is impermeable to water and air, and usually uncomfortable to wear. For a garment to be water proof, every design and construction detail must be engineered (such as sealing exposed seams, protected zippers and other closures) to be completely leak proof.


WICKING: Fabric or yarn's ability to absorb or draw-in and hold liquid moisture (perspiration) by drawing it into the fibers. WINDPROOF: Fabric prevents wind from moving through it. Fabrics can be windproof because of tight weave construction, by topical coating or by lamination of a windproof membrane onto an air-permeable fabric. All waterproof fabrics are also windproof.


YARN DYED: Color is introduced following yarn spinning onto greige (unfinished, "natural") yarn before the fabric is knit or woven.


Garment Terms


BUNGEE CORD: An elasticized rubber cord used to fasten or cinch the garment around a body part.


BUTTON-DOWN COLLAR: Shirt collar with pointed ends fastened to shirt by small buttons.


BYRON COLLAR: Pointed collar with no band.


CONVERTIBLE COLLAR: A rolled collar (sewn directly to the neckline), designed to be worn either fastened as a stand-up collar or unfastened as a lay-down collar.


EYELET: A small hole or perforation, usually rimmed with metal or edged with embroidered stitches, used for ventilation or to insert a cord/pin through the opening.


FUSED COLLAR/ PLACKET/ CUFF: Made with an interfacing as a foundation fabric with adhesive making it easier to iron or wrinkle-free.


GROMMET: A small ring or stud (metal or plastic) used to reinforce an eyelet or a stitch.


GUSSET: A fabric insert, as in the seam of a garment, for added strength or expansion; often triangular in shape.








